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Advanced Placement English 11:  Language and Composition 

Summer Assignments 2016 

Mrs. J. Salfia, Spring Mills High 

 

Assignment 1:  Shepherd University Appalachian Writer in Residence, Charles Frazier 

 

This year you will have the opportunity to meet the award winning author, Charles Frazier, as 

part of the Shepherd University Appalachian Heritage events.  In preparation for this event you 

need to read at least one of the following books: 

 

Cold Mountain (1997) 

Thirteen Moons (2006) 

 

**I would recommend purchasing the book as we will have an opportunity to have Mr. Frazier 

sign books when we attend his event for students at Martinsburg High on Wednesday, 

September 28.   

 

To learn more about these events and this writer, click the following link: 

http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/frazier/ 

 

TASK- 
After you have read one of the above titles by Mr. Frazier, visit 

www.salfiaenglishclass.weebly.com 

 

Click on the “Advanced Placement Language and Composition Discussion Board.”  

 

Online Socratic Seminar Time! 

I will post 3 discussion threads regarding this author and these readings.  You must respond to 

each of them in the comment section, and reply/comment on at least 3 classmates comments by 

July 31st.  

 

Try to abide by the rules of Socratic Seminar in your commentary. 

 

3 comments = 30 points 

 

3 replies/comments on comments = 30 points 

 

Total:  60 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/frazier/
http://www.salfiaenglishclass.weebly.com/
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Assignment 2:  Editorial Commentary and the Informed Student 

Due:  1st week of school  
 
This is a class about rhetoric and argument.  By the end of next year you will be a much better student 

and a much better writer, but in order to make intelligent, informed connections in your writing you must 

also be an informed student.  Knowing and understanding current world and local events, social and 

political conversations, and current discussions in the news media are all important to making you a 

better essay writer.   

 

Step 1:  Look at the provided list of news and opinion shows.  Choose several from the list that 

interest you.  

 

Step 2:   Watch a minimum of 8 shows.  You may watch a different episode of the same show up to 4 

times.   

 

Step 3:   For each program you watch, complete the following mini-analysis on a sheet of paper.  

Each analysis must be typed in font no bigger than 12 and double-spaced.  Items 7 and 8 

need to be written in paragraph form.  

 
1. Title of Show 

2. Date show aired 

3. Type of program (opinion, news commentary, satire, etc.) 

4. Speaker (person presenting viewpoints or arguments) 

5. Intended audience 

6. Tone of speaker 

7. Topics discussed on show. 

8. Arguments presented and how the arguments were supported (facts, interviews, video, etc.) 

 

Step 4:   After viewing a minimum of 8 shows and completing your mini-analysis for each 

show, write a 1 page (typed) reflection about what watching these shows has taught 

you about a) being an informed human/student and b) presenting editorial (opinion) 

commentary effectively.  Staple this to your 8 mini-analyses and hand in the first 

week of school when Summer Work is due.  (50 points) 
 

List of shows: 
Fareed Zakariah GPS, CNN 

Erin Burnett OutFront, CNN 

State of the Union with John 

King, CNN 

Politics Nations with Rev. Al 

Sharpton, MSNBC 

Hardball with Chris Matthews, 

MSNBC 

The Rachel Maddow Show, 

MSNBC 

All In with Chris Hayes, MSNBC 

The Last Word with Lawrence 

O’Donnell, MSNBC 

The O’Reilly Factor, FOX News 

Hannity, FOX News 

The Kelly File, FOX News 

CBS Sunday Morning, CBS 

60 Minutes, CBS 

Meet the Press with David 

Gregory, NBC 

20/20, ABC 

PBS Newshour, PBS 

McLaughlin Group, PBS 

The Daily Show, Comedy Central 

The Nightly Show, Comedy 

Central 

Last Week Tonight with John 

Oliver, (**Caution!! This is 
HBO…therefore uncensored and 
almost always “R” rated.) 
Bill Maher, HBO  (**Caution!! 
This is HBO…therefore 
uncensored and almost always 
“R” rated.)
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Assignment 3:  Man and Nature 

Due:  the 1st week of School (100 pts) 

 

You will need:   

Into the Wild  by John Krakauer 
 

Additional texts included in the assignment:  
 Excerpt from Walden, Where I Lived, and What I Lived For, Henry David Thoreau (pgs. 6-7) 

 

Step 1:   Read Thoreau (Supplementary Text) before beginning Into the Wild.  

 

Step 2:   Read Into the Wild.  Using the journaling format cited on page 6 of this handout (labeled 

Dialectical/Double entry Journal) complete the following journal assignments. 

 

Every journal entry must be accompanied with full commentary. The journal is a map of your thoughts; 

therefore, incomplete commentary depicts an incomplete thought.  

 

Guidelines:  This assignment must be typed in columns, double spaced, page numbers must be included 

on each page, and your name at top of page one. 

 

Pay attention to the order of the assignments! The journal entries should be labeled as follows: 

 

Section One:  (10 entries) 

1. Five entries addressing McCandless’ attitude toward a flawed society: Note** only include 

“attitude,” and McCandless’ thoughts concerning society as a whole. Do not include family, just 

society.  

 

2. Three entries for McCandless’ attitude toward two family members, father and sister.  

 

3. Two entries for Krakauer’s attitude toward McCandless.  

 

Section Two:  (5 entries) 

Chris McCandless’ philosophy on life can be best described as “living an authentic life.” Using Thoreau in 

your commentary, accomplish the following in journal format.  

 

4. Compile five entries which reflect McCandless’ attitude toward his life, and how it should be lived. 

Reflect on his “place” in society and society’s good attributes and ills.  

 

Section Three:  (5 entries) 

5. Go outside and find some nature.  For example you could take a walk in the woods, sit in a park, 

canoe down a river, or go on a family camping trip, but do something that requires you to be in 

“nature”, away from society.  Listen to the world around you, and try to understand what is was 

that Thoreau and McCandless were looking for. 

 

 Compile five entries relating your experience in “nature” to the experiences of McCandless and/or 

Thoreau.  Focus on sensory details and feelings.  These entries are about relating your personal 

reflections to the experiences of Krakauer, McCandless, and Thoreau. 

 

**Upon completion of this assignment you should have 20 journal entries total. 
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Supplementary Text 

 

Except from Walden, Henry David Thoreau 
 

 [1] I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of 

life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I 

had not lived. I did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor did I wish to practice 

resignation, unless it was quite necessary. I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of 

life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like1 as to put to rout all that was not life, to cut a broad 

swath and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it 

proved to be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its 

meanness to the world; or if it were sublime, to know it by experience, and be able to give a true 

account of it in my next excursion. For most men, it appears to me, are in a strange uncertainty 

about it, whether it is of the devil or of God, and have somewhat hastily concluded that it is the 

chief end of man here to "glorify God and enjoy him forever."2   

 

[2] Still we live meanly, like ants; though the fable tells us that we were long ago changed into 

men; like pygmies we fight with cranes3; it is error upon error, and clout upon clout, and our best 

virtue has for its occasion a superfluous and evitable4 wretchedness. Our life is frittered away by 

detail. An honest man has hardly needed to count more than his ten fingers, or in extreme cases 

he may add his ten toes, and lump the rest. Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity! I say, let your 

affairs be as two or three, and not a hundred or a thousand; instead of a million count half a 

dozen, and keep your accounts on your thumb-nail. In the midst of this chopping sea of civilized 

life, such are the clouds and storms and quicksands and thousand-and-one items to be allowed 

for, that a man has to live, if he would not founder and go to the bottom and not make his port at 

all, by dead reckoning, and he must be a great calculator indeed who succeeds. Simplify, 

simplify. Instead of three meals a day, if it be necessary eat but one; instead of a hundred dishes, 

five; and reduce other things in proportion. Our life is like a German Confederacy 5, made up of 

petty states, with its boundary forever fluctuating, so that even a German cannot tell you how it 

is bounded at any moment. The nation itself, with all its so-called internal improvements, which, 

by the way are all external and superficial, is just such an unwieldy and overgrown 

establishment, cluttered with furniture and tripped up by its own traps, ruined by luxury and 

heedless expense, by want of calculation and a worthy aim, as the million households in the land; 

and the only cure for it, as for them, is in a rigid economy, a stern and more than Spartan 

simplicity of life and elevation of purpose. It lives too fast. Men think that it is essential that the 

Nation have commerce, and export ice, and talk through a telegraph, and ride thirty miles an 

hour, without a doubt, whether they do or not; but whether we should live like baboons or like 

men, is a little uncertain. If we do not get out sleepers6, and forge rails, and devote days and 

nights to the work, but go to tinkering upon our lives to improve them, who will build railroads? 

And if railroads are not built, how shall we get to heaven in season? But if we stay at home and 

mind our business, who will want railroads? We do not ride on the railroad; it rides upon us. Did 

you ever think what those sleepers are that underlie the railroad? Each one is a man, an 

Irishman, or a Yankee man. The rails are laid on them, and they are covered with sand, and the 

cars run smoothly over them. They are sound sleepers, I assure you. And every few years a new 

lot is laid down and run over; so that, if some have the pleasure of riding on a rail, others have 

the misfortune to be ridden upon. And when they run over a man that is walking in his sleep, a 
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supernumerary7 sleeper in the wrong position, and wake him up, they suddenly stop the cars, 

and make a hue and cry about it, as if this were an exception. I am glad to know that it takes a 

gang of men for every five miles to keep the sleepers down and level in their beds as it is, for this 

is a sign that they may sometime get up again.  

 

 
1 Spartan-like: like the Spartans, the hardy, frugal, and highly disciplined citizens of the ancient Greek city-state 

Sparta.  

2 glory…forever: answer to the Westminster Catechism question “What is the chief end of man?”  

3 The fable…cranes: In a Greek fable, Zeus changes ants into men. In the Iliad, Homer compares the Trojans to 

cranes fighting with pygmies.  

4 Superfluous and evitable: unnecessary and avoidable  

5 German Confederacy: group of European states, 1815-1866. At the time Thoreau wrote, Germany was not a 

unified nation.  

6 Sleepers: wooden railroad ties that support the rails 

7 Supernumerary: additional; unnecessary 
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Dialectical/Double Entry Journals 

Reading is too often a passive experience for many students. They sit down with a book or 

article, pass their eyes over the words, and say that they have done the reading assignment 

hoping that the most difficult post-reading task they’ll encounter will be a short quiz primarily 

composed of recall questions. One way to get students involved is through the use of the 

dialectical journal. The term indicates the tension between reader and text that occurs when 

students struggle to derive meaning from a difficult or unfamiliar work.  

 

Example 1: 
What is it?  The journal is a double-entry, note-taking process done while reading any 

genre of literature. It is an attempt to transfer a reader’s interior monologue 

on paper by providing two columns which are in dialogue with one another, 

not only developing a method of critical reading but also encouraging habits of 

reflective questioning/thinking.  

 

Why is it  

Important:  

In the right-hand column, the reader “owns” or “comments” on important text 

that has been identified. The dialectical journal helps readers critically think 

about the text they are reading. By keeping a dialectical journal, students are 

brought to think “for themselves” about a text and offer their own 

interpretations.  

 

How is it done?  Draw a line down the middle of a piece of notebook paper, thereby making two 

columns. The left column, labeled “text” or note taking” is used for traditional 

note forms of direct quotations and citations or summaries. Thus, when they 

finish they have a summary of the material they have read.  

 

The right column is used for commenting on the left-column notes. Here 

students record their questions, comments, and ideas next to the text that has 

piqued their interest. As students take notes, regularly re-read previous pages 

of notes and comments, drawing any new connections in a right column 

summary before starting another page of note-taking/note-making. The top 1’ 

margin of the page is reserved for biographical information, teacher directed 

comments, or any pre-reading information that might help the reader better 

understand and appreciate the text.  

 
 

Example 2:  

 
Note Taking (In Journal) 

(also known as: text references or identification)  

 

reading notes, direct quotes, summaries,  
lists, images, w/page numbers included  
 
 

citation….(pg. #) 

 

 

Note Making (In Journal) 

(commentary on the reference; your thoughts)  

 

notes about your left column: summaries evaluations, 
judgments, comparisons,  contrasts, analysis  
 

 

Why did I copy this or make this note? Why is it 

important to me? Is there a connection to other 

information? What can I infer

 


